THE BOOK
OF MARK
SERMON SERIES GUIDE BOOK

JUNE - OCTOBER 2021

WELCOME TO MARK
This is your sermon series guide for our book of Mark series.
Think of it like a tour guide - it will compliment the stops along
the way and help you to understand, dive deeper and discover
for yourself the power that is in the good news of Jesus.
Our hope and prayer is that this will help you grow in
relationship with God, and understand that together we can
learn what these ideas might mean for our lives and for the
Body of Christ, our church.
Take your time with this guide. It can be used as a group or as
an individual. Pray, read the scripture, read the reflection, then
answer the questions.
On the next page is an overview of the Gospel of Mark from the
Bible Project - a great resource in understanding the Bible.
As you work through this guide ask yourself this questions
What is God saying to me today? And what am I going to do
about it?
God bless us all on this journey!
Summer, Guy, Emily and Andy

WEEK • ONE
The Introduction

JUNE • 13
Mark 1:1-15

Week 1: The Introduction
In a movie thriller, there is often this moment of suspense, the
music plays softly but anxiously, there are shots of dangerous
areas and you just know that something is about to happen. Mark
opens his gospel in the same way. Something is about to happen!
This time Mark gives away the answer - this is the good news about
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. There are several references in this
passage that show us that this is a fulfilment of what was predicted
in the Old Testament about a Messiah figure to rescue us.
- Malachi 4:5-6, Isaiah 40:3, Psalm 2:7, Genesis 22:2 and Isaiah 42:1
John the Baptist is calling Israel to a new exodus - come through
the waters and find life. But there is one that even he will pale in
comparison to. Then that person arrives - Jesus.
This messiah figure (Jesus) proclaims that it is time for God's
kingdom to appear and all we need to do is repent and then
believe in him.

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS
1. Just as John prepares for the coming of the king, who
prepared you to come to God?
2. What is the significance of Jesus having those words
spoken over him? How would that help in the desert?
3. What would you like to hear God say to you?

Part 1:
Who is Jesus?

WEEK • TWO
Disciples Follow

JUNE • 20
Mark 1:16-20

Week 2: Disciples Follow
In this next part we are going to see three reactions to Jesus'
message. The key one to begin with is that Jesus asks people to
'Come and follow him.' This idea will dominate Mark's gospel as he
asks the readers continually whether they think this Jesus
character is the real deal or not and whether they want to follow
him.
When I started following Jesus, I was eager, excited and ready.
Dropping everything was not a big deal. Now it would be a much
bigger problem. These young fishermen left everything (their
livelihood, their families, their stability) yet their passion is so
impressive. But they knew that they were called to be fishers of
men - a common term at the time meaning to make more disciples.
We have to remember that these men failed the school system of
the day - we know that by the fact that they were back working
with their families. So Jesus call was not just for the elite. Phew!

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS
1. What is it about Jesus that makes you follow him?

2. What is significant about the ask to be fishers of men?
3. All the way through this section we are asking the question
who is Jesus? What does this section tell us about Jesus?

WEEK • THREE
Crowds Amazed

JUNE • 27
Mark 1:21-34

Week 3: Crowds Amazed
This time it is the crowds turn to interact with Jesus. They are filled
with wonder - about the way he teaches and what he does. News
spreads about him quickly and his ministry quickly transforms into
a movement of massive proportions!
In this section there is a secondary thing that Mark is trying to show
his audience - not only was Jesus popular with the crowds. He also
had authority. He had authority that the people realised about his
teaching but he also shows authority over diseases and demons.
Jesus is starting to reveal his power and bring healing to the world.
He after-all has come as good news. This good news is for people
who need it and many of the outcasts, undignified and lonely were
the ones who suffered from health problems and possession.
It must have been good news indeed because Jesus is more
popular than ever and people arrive at the door seeking him.

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS
1. Why do you think Jesus healed people?
2. How much authority does Jesus have in your life?
3. What does this section tell us about who Jesus is?

WEEK • FOUR
The Pharisees

JULY • 4
Mark 2:23-3:6

Week 4: The Pharisees
Last it is the Pharisees who now turn their attention to Jesus. This
time the response is different than the first two groups. It is much
more hostile. Infact by the end of this section there is an
assassination plot under way and it is both religious and political.
In Jesus' time there are two types of law - Torah and Mishnah.
Jesus argues from the Torah (first 5 books of the Bible) while the
rule that he is breaking is from the Mishnah (Pharisees
interpretations of the Torah). This helps us understand why Jesus is
supposedly breaking laws. Because he knows the Pharisees have
lost the real reason these laws were created. For instance - the
Sabbath was made for man, not man for the sabbath. The sabbath
concept was a concept to remind people of their humanity. Jesus is
arguing that to give healing on those days was important to
restoring humanity to these people. After-all that was his entire
mission in the first place. This is continuing to be good news!

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS
1. How do you think rules and legality can hurt people?
2. Do we see this sort of opposition to Jesus in our world
today? How?
3. What does this section tell us about who Jesus is?

WEEK • FIVE
Parables - Sower

JULY • 11
Mark 4:1-20

Week 5: Parables - Sower
The mysteries of the Kingdom of God are revealed in Parables and
Mark is again asking his readers to realise what they believe - is
this Jesus the real deal or is he not? Do you believe in him or are
you on the outside?
Here Jesus gives many examples of people who hear what this
kingdom is all about. For some they quickly forget what they heard,
for others it is a short-lived experience when hardship comes and
then there are those that life it out and produce many more.
The implication from Mark seems to be that the disciples are on the
in crowd and that they have produced many more people who are
faithful in Gods kingdom. The big question then arises for us (as
readers of Mark) how is the seed going to land in our lives? Will it
take root and produce others or will it disappear by some other
means? Are you one of those on the inside or are you one of those
on the outside?

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. What soil would best describe your response to the gospel
when you first heard it?

2. What do you need to do so your spiritual life is producing
an abundant crop?
3. What does this section tell us about who Jesus is?

WEEK • SIX
Parables - Growing

JULY • 18
Mark 4:26-34

Week 6: Parables - Growing
Some people are understanding what Jesus is saying because they
are with Jesus and understand who he is but others are not
understanding. God is revealing the mystery of what God's kingdom
is like and it is not as everyone expected!
For instance this week we see Jesus tell two parables of one where
the kingdom grows of its own accord - it is not up to how much
work we as humans do it is totally God's resposibility.
Secondly, he tells of a parable where the kingdom is like a mustard
seed. Though it is small and insignificant it will grow to a huge tree
and the birds will rest in the branches.
This second parable is exactly how the kingdom has played out. A
seemingly small world power hidden in a corner of a massive
empire starts a revolution which provides refuge for all sorts of
people from every culture across the world. Jesus' vision of the
kingdom worked out this way. The great news is that it will
continue this way as well!

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. Does knowning that the growth of the Kingdom is ultimately
in Gods hands cause you to rest or to work more? Why?

2. What stage is the kingdom in your life? Still a seed?
Sprouting? Outgrowing the weeds? Producing a harvest?
3. What does this section tell us about who Jesus is?

WEEK • SEVEN
Power - Seas

JULY • 25
Mark 4:35-41

Week 7: Power - Seas
After revealing the mystery of the kingdom in parables Mark now
turns our attention to how Jesus is showing all the powers of being
God. He has already forgiven sins but now he is showing his power.
Remember Mark is trying to convince you that Jesus truly is who he
says he is and are you going to believe it or not?
That is why in this passage, and the next two, the question of faith
is so important. The crowds who were so amazed and awestruck
now they strike a different Jesus and they are found wanting in
terms of faith.
Jesus on the other hand continues to prove that He is Lord and
Messiah. The is first and foremost asleep - not worried at all and
then when woken he stands up and commands the wind and the
waves to stop. They do!
The last reflection by the disciples is Mark's point - Who is this?
Even the wind and waves obey him! They still don't know... do you?

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. What would frighten you more, if you were in this boat? The
storm or Jesus?

2. How do you react to Jesus when he seems asleep in your
life?
3. How has Jesus helped you calm your storms in your life?

WEEK • EIGHT
Power - Demons

AUGUST • 1
Mark 5:1-20

Week 8: Power - Demons
Jesus not only has power over storms he also has power over
demons and so he heals a demon-possessed man.
The demon - Legion, immmediately recognises who Jesus is and is
pleading with him not to torture him. Notice the difference between
the demons and the people. The people having seen what has
happened do not react how I would expect them to react. One of
their fellow people has been healed and saved but instead of joy
there is fear. Sometimes I wonder if I would react any differently.
Faith is at play again and this time the people shoo Jesus away.
The man of course recgnises the greatness in Jesus and pleads to
go with them across the lake but to be clean the rituals helped you
become a fully functioning member of society again. So Jesus
instructs the man to do that so that he can be not exluded anymore
but welcomed in to the community.

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. How would you react if your pigs (or pigs in your suburb)
were killed in the name of healing?

2. Do you think that fear has overcome joy and hope in our
country and city? Why or why not?
3. How can we be like Jesus by welcoming in people?

WEEK • NINE
Power - Death and Unclean

AUGUST • 8
Mark 5:21-43

Week 9:
Power - Death and Unclean
We are completing the 'Who is Jesus' section of this sermon series
with the final two deeds that Jesus does to show his power.
All along this question of 'who is Jesus' has been asked and
answered by Mark. There are different reactions, mysteries being
revealed and great power being shown but still people do not get it
and lack faith.
Today's readings are no different - Jairus' daughters healing is
interrupted by someone who breaks all the rules to touch Jesus.
She makes everyone in that crowd unclean to reach Jesus. Such
dedication that she would risk total humilitation to be able to touch
the coattails. This shows true faith along with Jairus!
Meanwhile Jesus shows his true power - raising someone from the
dead. All of this has been presented to you and now the same
question rests on you now - Who is Jesus?

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. How much dedication do we show to getting healing in our
lives? What would you give to fall at the feet of Jesus?

2. What do these stories show us about the people Jesus
wants to hang out with?
3. Who is Jesus revealed to be in this first part of Mark?

Part 2:
What does it mean for
Jesus to be Messiah?

WEEK • TEN
Conversation #1

AUGUST • 15
Mark 8:22-38

Week 10: Conversation #1
This section is sometimes called the discipleship section of Mark. It
is a section detailed by three conversations with the disciples.
The first story of a blind man is like the disciples, they are
wandering around blind and each time we have a conversation with
them through this section they will see what Jesus being messiah
means just a little bit more.
Up until now we have been asking 'Who is Jesus?' This culminates
in this passage where Jesus now asks that question to his disciples:
Who do you say I am? Peter hits the nail on the head and reports
exactly what Mark has been saying all along: Jesus is the messiah.
Heres the problem and why they are still blind. To the disciples,
like the rest of the Jewish people, the messiah was someone who
would come and be mighty and powerful. Jesus is saying that
actually being a messiah means being the suffering servant (Isa. 53)

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. Where are you in terms of understanding Jesus: almost
blind, seeing blurry or 20-20 vision?

2. What does picking up your cross mean to you?
3. What have you lost for following Jesus? What has his way
cost you? What do you gain?

WEEK • ELEVEN
Transfiguration

AUGUST • 22
Mark 9:2-13

Week 11: Transfiguration
This story in the middle of these three conversations is about
revealing again who Jesus is. It echoes Jesus' Baptism in the fact
that again Jesus is pronounced as the 'Beloved Son of God.'
This story is an important point that Jesus and God are making. The
cloud envelops them, like the story in Exodus 19-20 when God gave
his people the 10 Commandments. Then beside him appear two
prophets that also stood on Mt Sinai (at two different times) Moses and Elijah.
This story is a proclamation to remember that Jesus is in fact the
Messiah promised through the Law and Prophets. So even though
he is saying he must die - which to Jewish readers is scandalous he is still being hailed as the Son of Man, the Messiah.
Jesus now embodies all of God's glory that was present on those
previous occassions up Mt Sinai.
Are you listening to what he is saying?

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. Who do you see God is? Is he what he is claiming or does
he look like us? Do we need his image transfigured?

2. Where have you grasped a bit of Jesus' glory in your life?
3. How does the picture of a suffering Messiah shape your
view of what the Christian life is all about?

WEEK • TWELVE
Conversation #2

AUGUST • 29
Mark 9:30-37

Week 12: Conversation #2
Remember the blindness - the disciples are still blind!
This week Jesus now speaks the second time to his disciples about
what a true Messiah looks like.
The disciples are still blind to the fact that Jesus is revealing to
them the way of the Messiah. They still think it is about power and
privelege and being at the top of the pile. So they argue about it on
the road - which of the disciples will inherit the top spot at the
table in heaven?
Jesus again has to explain - that is not the way of this kingdom.
This kingdom and therefore the messiah has a different way of
measuring greatness. Those that want to be greatest have to be the
greatest servants. Plus those that want to be great in this kingdom
welcome those who have no standing in society - children.
Do we have similar ideals about how to great in the kingdom?

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. What does it take in our society to be great? How does that
differ from the disciples culture and the kingdom culture?

2. How well do we live into this calling to be servants as the
church?
3. Who are we willing to welcome - those with no standing?

WEEK • THIRTEEN
Conversation #3

SEPTEMBER • 5
Mark 10:32-45

Week 13: Conversation #3
It almost seems redundant with the disciples but again Jesus has to
have a conversation with his disciples about how he is the messiah
but not as the disciples think.
The disciples don't seem to argue the point anymore but are still
looking to be top dogs. James and John are arguing about it and
want Jesus to sit them in the top positions in heaven. These guys
are after the sly deal before it all happens so they can be great.
The disciples find out and are furious - as you would be.
But again Jesus has to explain to them, this is not how it works
team. They need to get it because it is the way of Jesus and the
kingdom. You have to serve one another, you have to be slaves.
This conversation culminates in the great saying which is one to
hold on to: The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. How many times does Jesus have to say things and point
things out before you get them?

2. Do you resist following the servants path to glory? Why?
3. What is one week you can walk out this servant nature of
the Kingdom of God and Jesus?

Part 3:
How Jesus
Becomes King!

WEEK • FOURTEEN
Royal Entry

SEPTEMBER • 12
Mark 11:1-11

Week 14: Royal Entry
This scene is similar to what a royal household member would
enter through the city gates like. Instead it is the rightful king and
lord of the earth but he is on a donkey... not a white horse.
This third section of Mark's Gospel is all about how Jesus becomes
king. Again Jesus is challenging our idea and picture of what it
means to be king. Instead the way to be king in the Jesus
movement is to be a servant. Humble, lowly and like a slave.
This starts the march towards the cross and it is important because
in the next few scenes Jesus is now not so private about who he is.
He knows it is now the right time to lead towards the cross and do
what he came to do. So he starts by a public royal entry, again the
crowds are on his side and are hailing him as the blessed one.
Often in my reflection we are like the crowds - hailing Jesus as
Lord but often not seeing how he is a different king.

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. What do you think the crowd were expecting of Jesus?

2. What is your image of Jesus as Lord? What does that mean
and how does that look in your life?
3. Have you ever felt a mountaintop experience where you
praised God and then despair the next?

WEEK • FIFTEEN
Temple Authority

SEPTEMBER • 19
Mark 11:12-25

Week 15: Temple Authority
Jesus' authority is shown in the way he rides in like a royal ruler.
Now Jesus will show his authority in the temple. However, this is a
weird passage because there is a fig tree cursing around the
temple clearing passage.
The fig tree is a metaphor for Israel and Jesus is using the fig tree
metaphor to show the state of Israels heart. Like the fig tree it is
producing no fruit. israel has not followed Gods will of being a
blessing to all nations and so the fig tree withers and dies.
Jesus' message is that Gentiles will be bought into the promises of
God and when he enters the Gentile court in the temple (the only
place Gentiles could worship God) he instead finds a place of
exploitation and money. Jesus is declaring that this temple will be a
place of worship for Jews and Gentiles. His authority reaches so far
that his temple will be a new place. He is setting up a new kingdom
because the old one has lost its way.

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. What does the message about the fig tree point to you
about our life? Are we fruitful or unfruitful?

2. How does our temple reflect the message of Jesus?
3. How can we make sure that our place is not a place of
exploitation? How do we keep on the right path?

WEEK • SIXTEEN
Condemned

SEPTEMBER • 26
Mark 12:1-12

Week 16: Condemned
Jesus' public ministry is now front and centre and next he picks on
the religious leaders of Israel. Israel is often described as a
vineyard which God picked long ago to settle his people on - first
with Abraham and then with Joshua. The religious leaders are
compared to tenants - renting Gods land to produce a harvest.
However, the parable continues that these tenants have been sent
many warnings from the master through people coming to check
on the vineyard. They killed some and stole others. Now Jesus'
declaration is that he is the final straw and that he the son will be
killed but that will mean that the leaders get the power taken away
from them. They will lose the vineyard and it will be handed to a
group of 12 that will then produce fruit like Israel was meant to.
The stone that builders rejected - Jesus will become the head of
the church. This is Jesus condemning the leaders to being thrown
away and discarded. No wonder they tried to kill him!

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS
1. How could the parable relate to us and our church?

2. How do we make Jesus feel welcome and not become like
the tenants?
3. In what ways can Jesus be the capstone in your life?

WEEK •
SEVENTEEN
Jerusalem

OCTOBER • 3
Mark 13:1-31

Week 17: Jerusalem
These passages are about helping the disciples to continue in faith
when Jesus is left. The prediction about the temple falling
happened in 70AD approximately 15 years after Mark is written. The
bit about running away is because that time was awful - people
alledgedly ate their babies to stay alive and more jews killed other
jews than ever before.
Jesus then turns more cosmic to encourage his disciples during the
trials they will endure in Rome when Nero takes over and further
afield when they will be persecuted for just being Jesus followers.
All of this is really important for us to take note of even though we
don't endure times like these now a days. We need to be cautious
and ready to be people that at all costs would follow Jesus. there
are some forces that push against us when we are pursuing Gods
kingdom too and how are we going to resist those. This is meant to
encourage us in our faith as Jesus tells of what is to come.

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. When do you see the forces of evil and powers of the world
working againt kingdom activities?

2. What is the most exciting thing for you about Jesus coming
again? What is the most distressing?
3. What questions about what is to come do you have for Jesus?

WEEK • EIGHTEEN
Last Supper

OCTOBER • 10
Mark 14:12-31

Week 18: Last Supper
It has been a time reflecting and building up to this moment - the
last supper. Jesus gives his disciples a practice to remember him
because he knows that he is about to leave this world for a short
time.
Sharing a meal often marks a special occassion and for the
disciples and Jesus this is the end, for now, of their three years
together. Jesus marks that time by holding a special meal and ritual
that will help mark this occassion and cause them to remember
what he has done.
Jesus takes the passover festival, and the retelling of the story of
Israels liberation through the red sea and by the passover lamb,
and now makes it about the new liberation - through Jesus. When
we gather on Sundays and share in the meal at our table - we are
joining in and saying yes to the liberation that Jesus promised. We
remember that Jesus is the new passover lamb for us!

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS

1. How would you have felt and reacted if you were at this meal?

2. Why do you think communion has been so important to the
church? What is important for you in it?
3. How do we remember and continue to remeber the reason for
this meal and not just make it a spiritless ritual?

WEEK • NINETEEN
Roman Soldier

OCTOBER • 17
Mark 15:33-41

Week 19: Roman Soldier
This story is the pinnacle of the Gospel of Mark. Throughout the
book so far Mark has been asking us to consider whether we
believe in Jesus or not? God revealed who Jesus was twice - at his
baptism and then at the transfiguration. The disciples only partly
got it and didn't really understand. Do you understand now truly
who Jesus must be?
Note the similarities to the Baptism and the Transfiguration though this time instead of light descending it is darkness
descending. God seemed so close at those two events, now God
seems so far away. The other two seem to be a display of God
glory - this is a different display of God's glory. Mark culminates the
death of Jesus in a statement from the Roman soldier standing at
the foot of the cross. He witnesses the death, what Jesus said and
after all that he is the one and only person to identify Jesus (and he
is a Gentile) he speaks the sames words that God spoke over Jesus
at the other two events: "Surely this man was the Son of God!"

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS
1. What curtains still separate you from God?

2. When did the crucifixion begin to make a difference in your
own life?
3. What about Jesus' death shows you that Jesus surely was
the Son of God?

WEEK • TWENTY
Run away or recognise?

OCTOBER • 24
Mark 16:1-8

Week 20:
Run Away or Recognise?
Mark finishes his book (later manuscripts added other parts) with a
very abrupt ending. "Trembling and bewildered, the women went
out and fled from the tomb. The said nothing to anyone, because
they were afraid." The end. Which seems an odd way to end.
The theory is that this was intentional and that is intended to force
you as the reader (or hearer) to ask yourself a question. All the way
through we have been asking the question - do you recognise the
Messiah as the crucified and risen Jesus who was a suffering
servant?
It is a shocking claim to first century Jews. It is one that has divided
humankind over the years - many do not recognise that this is the
Messiah. Mark is asking you this important question as the whole
purpose for writing his book:
Will you recognise Jesus for who he is or will you run away?

REFLECTION • QUESTIONS
1. Who did Jesus send to you to tell you he had risen?

2. What made you decide to recognise Jesus as the suffering
servant Messiah rather than run away?
3. What do you take away from this series that helps you in
your walk with God?

REFLECTIONS • NOTES

