THE MAN BORN BLIND
John 9

The streetlights weren't working properly that night as my friend
walked home late from work. As he took the shortcut through the alley-
way toward his own street, it was almost pitch dark. He knew the path
well enough and wasn’t worried about it.

But a moment later he paused. He'd heard a small noise in the dark-
ness just ahead of him. He waited and listened; but, hearing no more,
he guessed he’d been mistaken and started to walk on. At once he heard
the noise again. Again he stopped, and felt a small shiver of fear. What
was it? Who was it?

He decided to put on a brave face. “Who's that?” he asked, hoping his
voice didn’t sound either too fearful or too threatening.

“Is that you, Peter?” asked the voice of a neighbor. “Thank goodness!
I couldn’t see who it was and 1 was scared stiff!”

Their eyes grew used to the dark and they laughed together. They had
both been afraid of each other, quite needlessly.

What we have in this passage is the two-way power of fear, acted out
as the Pharisees, and the parents of a man born blind, try to come to
terms with someone who could now see for the first time.
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OPEN

Have you ever been spooked by something in the darkness? Was there a
real need to be afraid?

STUDY

1. Read John 9:1-41. What does the disciples’ question in verse 2 reveal
about their beliefs about people born with disabilities?

2. How does Jesus correct their understanding and simultaneously re-
veal more about his work in the world (vv. 3-5)?

3. How does this affect the way you think about people in your life who
are disabled or handicapped in some way?

At the start of the book of Genesis, God was faced with chaos. He
didn’t waste time describing the chaos, analyzing it or discussing
whose fault it was. Instead, he created light; and, following the light, a
whole new world. So here, John wants us to understand, Jesus “is do-
ing the works of the one who sent him.” A new chaos is on the way—
the “night,” the darkness, when Jesus will be killed and the world will
seem to plunge back into primal confusion. But at the moment he is
establishing the new world of light and healing. After the chaos of
Good Friday and Holy Saturday, he will bring the new creation itself
into being with the light of the first Easter Day (John 20:1).
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Why did the Judeans seek out the parents of the blind man (vv.
18-19)?

The synagogue was the focus of the whole community. If you were
put out of the synagogue, you'd probably be better off leaving the
area altogether. The man’s parents are afraid, because they know the
threat against anyone saying Jesus is the Messiah. They are anxious
for their social standing, their livelihood, perhaps their lives.

How does the way the blind man’s parents respond to the Judeans
reflect this fear?

Describe fears you’ve had about speaking plainly regarding your be-
liefs about Jesus because of the social consequences.

What argument does the blind man use to defend that Jesus is from
God (vv. 30-33)?

Why do the Judeans respond by throwing him out of the synagogue
(v. 34)?
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9. The work of bringing God’s judgment to bear on the world, of setting
things right, was often regarded by Jewish thinkers as the proper
work of the Messiah, the one who would come into the world from
God. One of the great messianic pictures of the time, drawn from
the book of Daniel, is that of the “son of man,” who is exalted to a
seat alongside God and given the task of bringing God’s judgment
to the world. So when Jesus finds the man who had been healed—
and who has now been thrown out of the synagogue—and asks him
whether he believes in the son of man, this is what Jesus means.
How does the man respond to this question (vv. 36, 38)?

10. What progression of belief do you see in the man through this
chapter?

11. Why do you think the man believes while the Pharisees remain un-
believing?

12. How is verse 41 a complete reversal of where the chapter began?
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13. Being a Christian is often confusing. People try to interpret your
experience for you, to put you in this or that category, to label you.
Often this is so they don't have to take you quite seriously. What you
must do is stick to what you know. “I used to be blind; now I can

”

see.

In what way is sticking to this simple truth costly, but ultimately not
as costly as denying what, in Jesus, God has truly done for you?

PRAY

Give thanks to God for the light and healing he has brought to a dark
and hurting world through Jesus. Pray that you will never be blinded by
what you think you can see clearly, but that you would always be eager
for the kind of sight only Jesus can give.



